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Welcome to the Delta Middle School 8th grade team!  I am excited for this school year and I hope you are too!  Our 8th grade Social Studies class will be studying the civics, economics, history, and geography of the United States from Colonialism to Reconstruction.  I am also looking forward to getting to know each of you as individuals, and achieving great things collaboratively.  There are several materials and procedures you will need in order to succeed and have fun in the classroom.


Parents/Guardians please review these expectations with your young adult, and if you agree to meet these expectations sign at the end of the packet.  Students are expected to keep the signed packet in their binder all school year.  I will do a random notebook check in the next couple of weeks to make sure the packet is in their binder.  If you have any questions of concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at any point throughout the school year.

I look forward to working with all of you,

Hailey Hancock

hhancock@deltaschools.com
(970) 874-8046, room W-4

Class Website: www.educatingexcellence.com
Recommended materials

· 3 ring binder, minimum 1 inch

· Lined paper, about 100 sheets

· Writing device: blue or black ink, or pencil

· Textbook: The American Nation 
** If a student loses or damages a book that
· Colored pencils (if possible)

is checked out to them they will cover the cost
· 100 Index cards (if possible)

Class expectations

The general expectation for my class is “Work hard.  Be nice.” – a saying taken from one of my favorite authors and educators, Rafe Esquith.  Students are also expected to follow all school rules.  I strongly encourage students to leave cell phones and/or music players (iPods, mp3s, etc) in their lockers because if they are seen in my class I will follow school procedure, which means a C-Hall referral, and the device will have to be picked up at the office by a parent. 

Entering Class/Bellwork:

· You will enter my classroom on time, in a respectful manner, and begin your bellwork that will be ready for you on the front white board.

· We have one hall pass per classroom, so take care of business between classes.  Students will only be allowed to go to the bathroom for emergencies.  No passes for water breaks – you are allowed to bring a water bottle to my class.

· Once to you complete your bellwork and review our class-plan for the day (standards, objective, homework, activities), please pass back any graded work!

Grading

I am using a Standards Based Grading System this year.  Standards have always guided my grading, but this year students will be graded on a scale instead of earning points.  Since the school district still uses the traditional A, B, C, D and F grading system all points will translate to a % and final grade.  The scale will generally follow this format:

3.6-4 = A (90-100%), advanced 

3.2-3.59 = B (80-89%), proficient (medium – high) 

2.8 – 3.19 = C (70-79%), proficient (medium – low) 

2.4-2.79 = D (60-69%), partially proficient 

Below 2.4 = F (59% - 0%), unsatisfactory

Delta Middle School will have a common weighting of grades this year.  An average of two grades per week will be put into PowerSchool for you student in this class. 

· Assessments will account for 70% of a student’s grade.

· Tests

· Quizzes

· Final Projects/Essays

· Life Skills will account for 30% of a student’s grade.

· Participation

· Work Completion (Homework/Guided Practice)

· Behavior

Late assignments and make up work

· Late work is severely discouraged.  Students’ weekly “Life Skills” grade will be affected if a student is consistently tardy with work or tardy to class.

· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what they missed during their absence(s).  Check the Social Studies binder for assignments and handouts, then check the assignment calendar, talk with classmates, and finally, check with me if you’re confused.

· The school policy for make-up work will be followed.  You are entitled to two days for completing class assignments; the first of the two days is the day you return to class.  You have five days to make up assessments (quizzes, tests). **If you know you wont be in our class because of a school activity (including sports games and field trips) I still expect any assignment due on that day to be turned in on that day. ** CHECK IN with me, as well, so you can get missing work or class notes.  Plan ahead!!
The class website: www.educatingexcellence.com
The class Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/educatingexcellence2012
(You do not have to be a member of Facebook to access our class page)

Over the summer I updated our class website so students, parents, and community members can see what we are doing.  Students can also use the website to keep track of assignments and get extra help if there is something they do not understand.  There are links to important websites including the school district site where you can check student’s grades via PowerSchool.  You can also link to many interesting academic websites including National Geographic, the History Channel, the American Library Association, DoSomething.org, and PBS: Ancient Worlds.  We will use the websites for some of our classroom projects.  Finally the website has a calendar, the District Curriculum Pacing Guides for Social Studies, and monthly classroom updates.  I will post student accomplishments and class pictures, as well.  Think of the website as a library of everything we are learning, so you can always go back to it for help or to dig deeper into our content.

The class Facebook page will be for day-to-day updates, including reminders about homework and assessments, and I will often provide links back to our class website.  We may post pictures and videos from class as well to celebrate what we are learning.  Students, make sure what you are posting is school appropriate.  If you do not have a computer at home, you can use computers at our public library or stay after school for Tuesday Tune Ups.  Technology is a wonderful educational tool when used correctly (
If you DO NOT want your students name or picture on the website or our class Facebook page please write a note at the bottom of page 4.
National History Day: www.nhd.org 

This is an enrichment project that students are expected to complete in my class.  This fall students will pick a topic that relates to the 2012-2013 theme: Turning Points in History: People, Ideas and Events.  In December students will complete their research of primary and secondary sources.  In January students will complete their National History Day project (paper, website, exhibit, documentary, or performance) and their Annotated Works Cited.  In February, students will display their project and compete against other Delta Middle School students.  The top individuals or groups will have a chance to revise their projects and then go to the Regional National History Day Competition at Colorado Mesa University in Grand Junction, date to TBD in February/March.  From there top students may move on to the State Competition in Denver, date TBD in May.  This project will be explained in class and some time will be allotted for the research process, however, students will need to work outside of school, too.  The Delta County Library has great resources (including laptops and iPads you can check out), and library cards are FREE!! Ask Mrs. Hancock how to get one ( The Delta Museum also has a lot of primary sources, such as old newspapers and photographs, which students can use for their research and in their National History Day project.  The museum curator, Mr. Wetzel is available to work with students.

Sign below… if you understand and agree to follow the procedures above!  This will help all of us succeed and have an AWESOME school year.  Please sign and return the form below, or contact me with concerns.  Thank you for your time!
_____________________________________________
________________________________________________

Student Signature

Date

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date
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